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Department of Energy
Germantown, MD 20@74-1 200

MAY £ 4 1996

Suzanne Hedgepeth, Chief

_ Exemptions Branch, DIiM-32, Office of Exemptions and Approvals
Research and Special Programs Administration '
U.S. Department of Tvansportation .
400 Seventh St. S.W.

- Washington, DC 20590-0001
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Dear Ms. Hedgepsth:

During a recent audi- by the Departnant of Transportatinn (DOT) of tha .
- Lockheed- Martin Eneirgy Systems facilties, the Research and Special Programs
 Administration inspector noted in the audit report: *The following is a list
" of items observed which could become probable. violations of 49CFR: - Section:

171.2 (a)Explanation: Martin Marietta-Energy Systems is using exemptions

issued to the U.S. Dapartment of Energy MMES must obtain their own party
“status if any exemptlons are used.”

- It is our understanding that the Bepartment of Energy (DOE) made an agreement
o . with DOT many years igo, that“when:DOE is the exemption holder or is party-to-

the-exemption that ail DOE contractors who have a copy of the exemption, and
use it subject to the conditions specified therein, are in compliance with
49CFR 107 (Subpart Bj. This message has been a part of the DOE Orders for -
many years, and was reaffirmed during the recent order-writing process which
updated many of DOE's Orders, including DOE Order 4601.1, *“Packaging and
Transportation Safety.”

The original partici:ants to that agreement are no longer with their
respective agencies. In 1ight of the above comment by the DOE inspector, and
the language in our 1ew Order, we are requesting a written op1n1on by DOT
regarding the proper use by DOE contractors of DOT exemptions issued to DOE.

If there are any quastions re]ated to this natter, please contact Ted Needels
at 301 903- 4684 :

Sincerely,

Ted Needels

Office of Transportation, Emergency
Management, and Analytical. Servicas

- Office of Site Operations

@ Printad with soy Ink on recycled. paper



3681983
05/29/86 15:27 3019039691 933631

ca'd M0l

o

US.Deporment ' ' , , . 200 Saventh Strest, SW,
of Tansportation ‘ . Washingion, D.C. 20580

‘Research ond
. Special Programs
. Administration

MAY 28 1936

Mr. Ted Needels
Department of Energy
GTN/ CXXT / 3

19901 Germantown Road
Germantown, MD 20874
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- Dear Mr. Needels:

This is in response to your 1etter of May 8, 1996, requesting an
opinion as to whether contractors working for the Department of

Energy (DOE) may use a DOE exemption without becomlng a party to
the exemption. _ ‘ :

‘The answer is no; contractors working for DOE must apply for -
party status in order to use an exemption issued to DOE. This
eliminates any confusion in the event of a shipment being
detained or inspected by enforcement personnel.

We hope this answers your question. 'Let us know if we can be of
further assistance. : '

Sincerely,

. Suganne Hea;éi;th Director
ffice of Hazardous Materials

Exemptions and Approvals
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